zoo          SE VENTH MIDLOTHIAN SPEECH.

Europe "between the interests of freedom and the interests of
slavery, Eussia shall be found taking the side of the free, but
that England shall be the mainstay, and the prop, and the
hope of the agents of despotic powers ?

I have said enough to show you that we have very
serious matters at issue. I will say no more. 1 might
say much more, but I hope what I have said may in some
degree open up the extreme gravity of the issues that are
before us* For my part, I am of opinion that the character
of this occasion is one lifted far above all mere interests
of party, and that we who hoist the Liberal flag are now
in a special, unusual, and almost unheard-of degree and
>sense the representatives not only of legislative progress and
improvement and of all that tends to the prosperity and
comfort of the country, but the representatives of the essential
principles of honour and duty, on which the greatness of the
Empire in its relation with the world must depend, and which
we contend, and we grievously complain, have not had due
regard, during the last two years in particular, at the hands
of the present Ministry.